[Levels of evidence are insufficient].
Medical knowledge is based on various types of research, each with its own 'indication' and 'contraindication'. Although the randomised controlled trial is highly useful to quantify small differences in treatment effects, it is not able to establish all medical knowledge needed at the bedside. In most instances of non-therapeutic research, observational data are more useful. Evaluating all medical knowledge on the basis of a single hierarchy of level of evidence is therefore seriously flawed.